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Classified  By:  Janet  E.  Beik  for  reasons  1.4  (B),  (D)  and  (H) 

This  is  CWC-17-09 . 

IQ.  (U)  Action  requested  para  5. 

1.2.  (S)  On  March  25,  in  a private  conversation,  Canadian 

delegate  asked  U.S.  and  UK  Delreps  whether  they  had  heard  of 
the  Mirzayanov  book  "State  Secrets:  An  Insider's  View  of  the 

Russian  Chemical  Weapons  Program. " Canadian  Rep  added  that 
Mirzayanov  now  appeared  on  YouTube.  UK  Rep  acknowledged  she 
had  heard  of  it,  but  said  this  was  the  first  time  she  had 
heard  of  "novichoks"  and  thought  the  entire  discussion  was 
best  left  to  experts  in  capital.  U.S.  Delrep  indicated  a 
lack  of  familiarity  with  the  subject  matter  and  indicated  no 
interest  in  pursuing  the  discussion  further. 

1.3.  (S)  On  March  4,  Delrep  met  with  U.S.  Rep  to  the  OPCW  Data 
Validation  Group.  In  addition  to  a routine  report  on  the 
activities  of  the  Validation  Group  the  week  of  March  2,  U.S. 
Rep  informed  Delrep  that  representatives  of  several  countries 
(Finland,  Netherlands,  UK)  had  begun  discussing  the 
Mirzayanov  book  on  the  margins  of  the  meeting.  All 
participants  in  the  discussion  seemed  to  be  simply  gauging 
the  level  of  awareness;  these  same  individuals  also  expressed 
some  doubt  as  to  the  credibility/accuracy  of  the  information 
in  the  book.  U.S.  Rep  to  the  Validation  Group  confirmed  that 
no  other  members  of  the  group  took  part  in  or  were  listening 
to  this  conversation. 

1.4 . (S)  Del  Note:  U.S.  Del  understands  from  OSD  that  the  UK 

Ministry  of  Defense  has  spoken  to  its  counterparts  in  the 
Netherlands  and  Finland,  apprised  them  of  the  conversation, 
and  asked  each  country  to  provide  guidance  to  its  del  members 
not/not  to  raise  this  issue  in  the  future.  End  Note. 

15.  (S)  Action  Request:  As  the  implications  of  this  book  for 

the  Chemical  Weapons  Convention  (CWC)  are  likely  to  come  up 
at  future  OPCW  meetings  (particularly  technical  meetings  like 
the  upcoming  Scientific  Advisory  Board  meeting  30  March  - 1 
April  2009),  Del  requests  guidance  as  to  how  this  issue  is  to 
be  handled  if  raised  by  others.  U.S.  members  of  OPCW 
technical  advisory  bodies  do  not  necessarily  have  contact 
with  the  U.S.  delegation  during  their  time  in  The  Hague; 
guidance  will  need  to  be  provided  directly  to  these 
individuals . 

1.6.  (U)  Beik  sends. 

GALLAGHER 


